PARISH CHILDREN AND POOR APPRENTICES       241
A Bill was brought in which was mutilated in the House of Lords
and in its final form was very inadequate. No boy was to be bound
under eight, and his servitude was to expire at the age of sixteen. No
master was to take more than six apprentices or to let them out for hire.
The streets were not to be called after midday, or before five in summer
and seven in winter. Every boy was to wear a brass plate on the front
of a leather cap with his master's name on it and any breach of the
provisions of the Act was to be punishable by a fine of from £5 to
£10 on a summary conviction before a single justice of peace. It was
stated in the Act that parish children might be bound to chimney-
sweepers, but only with the consent of their parents. A prescribed form
of indenture was appended to the Act containing, besides the usual
clauses, certain additional provisions: the apprentice was not to be
assigned to another master without the consent of two justices. The
master was to provide, at least once a year *a compleat suit of cloathing
with suitable linen, stockings, hat and shoes', besides the climbing suit.
At least once a week he was to cause the apprentice to * be thoroughly
washed and cleansed from soot and dirt*, and he was to require the boy
to * attend the public worship of God on the Sabbath day and permit
him to receive the benefit of any other religious instruction*. He was
not to force the apprentice to go up any chimney actually on fire85
(extinguishing burning chimneys was the most profitable part of a
sweep's business), and was in all things' to treat his (or her) said appren-
tice with as much humanity as the employment of a chimney-sweeper
will admit of'.86
This obviously did not go very far, and the Act, such as it was, was
evaded. Still it was better than nothing. The provisions in the inden-
tures gave specific grounds of appeal for discharge.87 The Society for
bettering the Conditions of die Poor took the matter up in 1797 and
1798 and supported the proposals of Porter, who had already written
and distributed a forcible pamphlet. The interest and compassion of a
part of the public had been roused, and judging from the appeals to
Quarter Sessions there were many convictions under the Act. Col-
quhoun, the police magistrate, was formally thanked in 1803 by Anger-
stein for the committee of the Society for Improving the condition of
the Infant Chimney-sweepers.88 In 1802 a society was formed to pro-
mote the use of the machine to supersede the use of climbing-boys.89

